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by established custom to the negotiator of a treaty of
peace, but the reception he gave him was rather cold than
otherwise. Public opinion and that of the Press was
distinctly hostile ; some humorous person dubbed him
the " Count of Half-Saghalien " ; in short, the triumph
which he expected and to which he had an indisputable
right was not forthcoming, and he received little else
but attacks and ridicule.
I believe that I entered into sufficient detail, in the
first chapter of this book, with reference to Count Witte's
activity at the head of the first constitutional Cabinet.
What were the causes that checked his activity and to
what extent could he have given a more favourable turn
to events ? This is a problem that future historians
of this troubled period will have to solve, and regarding
which I hesitate to pronounce an opinion; but does it
not seem that in such critical circumstances Count Witte
failed to exhibit all the firmness and consistency of
character that were requisite for the occasion ? How
are we to explain his choice of M. Dournovo for Minister
of the Interior, and the latitude he gave that Minister
for the exercise of a blind and brutal repression, which
forced into conflict with the Government the most
moderate elements of the country and contributed to
the victory of the most radical parties ? And, above all,
how can we justify his electoral law, whose effect was to
give to the peasants the predominance in the first Douma
and so cause its eventual shipwreck ?
It is difficult tp attribute such errors to a lack of fore-
sight on the part of a statesman of Count Witte's calibre,
and one is forced to admit that he allowed himself to be
gtiided by considerations affecting his personal interests,
rather than the permanent success of the work of reform
he had undertaken.